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a letter to his parents), Fryderyk was inclined to
fall into melancholy moods. The poetic senti-
ment of the Polish race was strongly marked in
him.. Sometimes he played the jester, sometimes
was the day-dreamer. The latter aspect of him
can only be fully expressed by the Polish word,
zal, which can be roughly interpreted as a vague
longing for the ideal. The native poetry of
Poland reveals this state of mind in its freedom,
passion and simplicity. It* was to inform the
music of Chopin with the same qualities. Peasant
music was another contributory force in the young
musician's development. The peasants of his
part of the country expressed themselves freely
in music. Their songs were inspired by the com-
monest objects, the most trivial incidents; and
they sang without forethought, impulsively.
Attracted by their songs and dance-tunes, Fry-
deryk was often in the company of the country-
folk. These were the melodies that imbued his
youthful mind. When his thoughts and emotions
began to be composed, it was this folk-music that
reappeared in an idealised form..

His first published composition, however, shows
but the tentative beginnings of a style. It is a
Rondo in G minor, which he wrote at the age of
fifteen and dedicated to Mme Linde, the wife of
the rector of the Lyceum. The boy's essay came
into Schumann's hands and reminded him of
Moscheles, some of whose music, incidentally,
Fryderyk had sometimes played at public con-
certs, A later critic finds in the little work